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Founded in 1974, GPC74 has progressively diversified 
to provide Retail fit-outs, Construction, Groundworks, 
Specialist Drainage, Sewage Solutions, Waste Removal and 
Agriculture/Estate services. Our clients range from national 
retail & leisure groups, private land owners, land agents, 
golf clubs, festival site developers, local authorities through 
to utility companies. Amongst the reasons for our success is 
an abiding commitment to both quality of work and client 
satisfaction that motivates every aspect of our activities.

As an independent family owned business serving only 
the best interests of our customers, we have a strategy 
of steady, consistent growth that is underlined by our 
dedication to exceptional service. For us, it is about the 
personal touch, creating close working relationships with 
all our clients and offering that little bit more. We work 
side by side with our customers to deliver unique, bespoke 
solutions that are carried out under total quality control and 
delivered on site specific deadlines.

We have spent the last forty years establishing strong and 
positive working relationships with our clients. We have 
a tradition of forging successful, enduring relationships 
with our customers, who have come to trust our assured 
and reliable workmanship, as well as the consistently 
high standards of service and professionalism. It is this 
commitment to the highest standards that has always served 
to differentiate us. There is a genuine willingness to ‘go the 
extra mile’ found at every level of our organisation.

With our operations based in the West Midlands, our 
operational reach extends throughout the UK, enabling us 
to provide national coverage.

Our people are at the 
heart of our business 
and are crucial to the 
company’s promises, 
and all employees 
are highly skilled, fully 
trained, qualified, and 
experienced.

1970’s

Gordon Cork, Managing Director of GPC74, grew up on his 
family dairy farm in Shropshire. In the early 1970’s he bought 
a digger and started working on the local farms carrying 
out small ground works and agricultural contracting. As 
demand for his services grew, especially in land drainage 
requirements, in 1974 he set up G. P. Cork Land Drainage 
Engineers.

By 1979, in addition to expanding further into the 
agricultural contracting market, the Company now 
specialised in the installation of large drainage schemes 
using high speed laser trenching machines. The Company 
dominated the land drainage market in Shropshire and 
Staffordshire using the most advanced technology, methods 
of work and materials of the time. We are members of the 
Land Drainage Contractors Association (LDCA) recognising 
our expertise in this field.

1980’s

In the late 1980’s the company diversified into Highways 
and Civil Drainage due to a change of government funding 
in the agricultural sector. In addition to looking after both 
agricultural and private land owners, we entered into 
successful partnerships with local authorities and utility 
companies such as Severn Trent and M.E.B.

1990’s

In 1992, G. P. Cork (Plant Hire & Sales) Limited was formed 
and in 1997 the Company name was changed to GPC Land 
& Water Solutions Limited. 

2000’s

We continued to install land drainage, and new water, foul, 
storm and irrigation mains; highway outfalls; the excavation 
of lagoons, reservoirs and lakes; drain repairs and ditching; 
concreting and tarmacing, and general groundworks. 
In 2002, Gordon’s daughter and Director of GPC74 Emma 
Purchase started working in the Company. Emma is an 
integral part of the business with extensive knowledge of 
all sectors of the company. She oversees and has direct 
involvement in all day-to-day company operations. A year 
later, Emma’s husband, Louis Purchase, joined as Company 
Director to continue with the development of new client 
relationships, and on-site management of works.

2010’s

In 2010, the Company once again expanded and 
approached new clients within the retail and leisure sector 
on a nationwide basis. We now carry out a huge variety 
of works throughout the country encompassing all our 
groundwork skills as well as carrying out internal building 
works such as restaurant re-developments, shop re-fits, 
construction of new commercial buildings, plumbing, and 
electrical installations.

In 2011, we started looking after the maintenance 
operations for a number of clients. These include the 
maintaining of their sewage treatment plants, pump 
stations and grease management systems. We also provide 
drain jetting, gutter and roof valley maintenance. 

In 2012, due to the expanding customer base and increased 
group turnover we purchased Upper Baveney Farm 
which will serve as the new company headquarters with 
the construction of new offices, maintenance workshops, 
warehouse and stores.

In 2013, we have become a Bushboard national approved 
contractor, specialising in toilet block installations and fit 
outs. We have successfully been awarded a 2-year contract 
for a national retail and leisure group for maintenance of 
over 150 sites. 

In 2014, we have been trading for 40 years and to celebrate 
this and to encompass our diverse range of services we 
have re-branded and changed our Company name from 
GPC Land & Water Solutions to GPC74.

About Us



GPC74 has a wealth of experience in project management 
and the role of Principal Contractor ensuring that projects 
are planned, managed and co-ordinated throughout the 
construction phase focusing on reducing and controlling 
risk at all time.  

Training is key in our core skills. All site management and 
supervisor staff hold the CITB Site Safety Plus Certificate 
for site management/ site supervisor as well as the IOSH 
managing safely qualifications coupled with many more 
industry qualifications and years of site experience. 

We ensure that CDM 2007 regulations are enforced and all 
HSE guidelines are met. 

Principal Contractor 

We believe: 

An understanding of the client’s scope and design is 
paramount. 

That it is essential to monitor all works being carried out 
from start to finish. 

Effective management and teamwork leads to successful 
projects. 

Importance of managing, communicating and   
co-ordinating any changes to the plan is vital to delivery 
of the project. 

The smooth running of the project is coupled with an 
effective delivery of the finished site.

That flexibility throughout is a crucial part of building a 
solid client contractor relationship. 



To us at GPC74, the design of your building and it’s layout 
is so much more than just a physical location for products 
and customers.

Your business environment has the potential to help grow 
your business and boost your profitability.  

Our experienced team of shop fitting experts will help to 
maximise your success with a space that enhances your 
business model and your business objectives.  

The GPC74 team offers a professional service, bringing 
together specialist expertise and knowledge helping 
to deliver bespoke fit outs to high standards within set 
timescales. 

Retail Developments & Shop Fitting 



With 40 year’s experience within this sector you can feel 
safe that you’re in good hands with GPC74. 

We have expertise in projects ranging from maintenance and 
small minor works to large scale development works. We have 
gained a strong reputation for delivering safe, well run sites 
within budget, on time and to the highest of standards. 

We are happy to work with our clients from the initial design 
concept to setting out of foundations to the completion of 
the development. Construction and groundworks have always 
been at the centre of our business focus and we are proud to 
be entrusted with this fundamental aspect of any construction 
project. 

Construction & Groundworks 



Since the early 1980’s we have operated precision laser 
controlled trenching machines, offering high speed installs 
of drainage pipes ranging in size from 60mm upwards. 

We were one of the first companies in the UK to commercially 
operate a laser guided system and continued in leading the 
market sector by being the first land drainage contractor to 
install plastic land drainage coils in the Midlands area. 

From agricultural land drainage schemes, gallop and track 
drainage, golf course drainage, to sports field drainage 
we offer the complete package and have a string of client 
endorsements in this field. You can be confident that with 
GPC74 involved in your project you will be getting the best 
levels of service possible. 

We are proud that we have been involved in many specialist 
land drainage schemes. In recent years completing projects 
for the V-Festival site at Weston Park, Staffordshire and Cream 
Festival site at Daresbury Estate, Warrington. We have also 
carried out a series of deep dig storm water replacement 
schemes for Staffordshire Highways Authority in partnership 
with Enterprise PLC. 

We are members of the LDCA (Land Drainage Contractors 
Association).  

Specialist Drainage

Drainage at Weston Park for V-Festival



Servicing 
Since 2011 we have secured national contracts to maintain 
and service pump stations, sewage treatment plants and 
grease management systems.

Septic Waste and Grease Removal 
We offer a nationwide coverage in septic waste and grease 
removal with 24 hour cover 7 days a week.

Consultancy 
As experts in both off-main and mains drainage solutions, 
we provide a range of products and services to meet 
your needs. Providing bespoke sewage treatment plants, 
pumping stations, rising mains and on-site consultancy 
- our bespoke solutions cater for a range of clients, from 
single households to larger commercial applications. 

Installations 
We have carried out installations of large scale rising mains 
for various clients including Severn Trent Water ranging 
from 50mm up to 180mm diameter pipelines with lengths 
in excess of 2 miles.

We work in partnership with specialist sewage consultants 
to install and commission multi tank Sewage Treatment 
Systems and tailor trench shoring solutions for each site 
to allow safe deep dig excavations for varying ground 
conditions. 

Waste Removal & Sewage Solutions



From the creation of the company in 1974, Gordon Cork, 
Group Managing Director, tailored the business towards 
the agricultural and estate management sector.  

We now offer multi-disciplined services from reservoir/pool 
construction, irrigation & water pipe installs, concreting, 
tarmacing and land drainage to name a few specialist areas.  

We work with the client and the land to deliver quality 
solutions to any problems identified and can help from the 
initial consultancy through to design and install of concept.  

We tailor the needs of each project and with our vast range 
of plant and experience you can be confident we have the 
right solution for every job. 

Agricultural & Estates
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Our Values

Integrity 
By being open, up-front and honest, we can manage 
expection, deliver on promises made and ensure that 
projects are successfully delivered on time, in budget and to 
the high standard required. With 40 year’s experience and 
a successful trading history, GPC74 is proud of its company 
reputation. We passionately believe that integrity is a core 
value that has to be promoted throughout day-to-day 
operations ensuring the client has full faith in all that we say 
and do. 

Enthusiasm 
In all that we do we remain enthusiastic and committed to 
the end result, passion is key to our success and growth and 
you will find that all of our staff stay true to this belief. 

Quality & Consistency 
In order to maintain repeat customer business, what we do 
the first time is what we do every time, with an on-going 
assurance to quality control. We make every effort to meet 
high standards of excellence throughout the organisation 
at all times. All materials are sourced through approved 
suppliers with rigorous checks to maintain quality control. 

Environment 
GPC74 has long been committed to minimising the 
environmental impact of our activities. This has evolved into 
an important feature of company policy, deriving both from 
our ethical values - a genuine belief that companies have 
a duty to be socially responsible in their operations - but 
also from a recognition that poor waste management and 
unnecessary consumption affects our operational efficiency 
and profitability as a business. 

We continually seek to reduce waste in all areas of our 
business operations carrying out waste management plans 
for all sites large and small. 

  

Safety 
Our commitment to Health and Safety is paramount in all 
our operations and require absolute compliance. It is our 
policy to provide ongoing training and development for 
our staff to improve skill levels and qualifications, as well 
as creating opportunities for career progression within the 
company. We are an accredited contractor with  
CHAS - Contractors Health & Safety Assessment Scheme.

Mission Statement 

“To continue to provide our clients with the 
highest levels of service whilst maintaining our 
commitment to the traditional family values of 
honesty, trust, reliability and integrity.” 

  

Vision 

Promoting team work, perseverance and commitment to 
high quality, we endeavour to meet and exceed the client’s 
expectations allowing us to promote sustained growth 
within our industry and become a nationally recognised 
principal contractor. 

Member of

COMPANY AFFILIATIONS
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Case Study - Restaurant Extension, Woodlands Garden Centre

Principle Contractor 
to create a bespoke 
curved roof extension 
to the current 
restaurant to house a 
children’s soft play area 
and coffee lounge. 

10-week programme. 

Works in Progress 

After

Principal Contractor to 
create a bespoke curved 
roof extension to the 
current restaurant to 
house a children’s soft 
play area and coffee 
lounge. 

10-week programme. 



Case Study - Farm Shop Development, Leicester 

To act as Principal Contractor to convert a 5,000ft2 retail concession building into state-of-the-art 
farm shop. With a 6-week construction programme we had to replace the old roof with a new 
insulated roof. 

6 week construction programme.
Replace old roof with a new insulated roof.
Install new entrance lobby. 
Install new partition walls, and clad exterior building. 
Install new services throughout. 
Install shop fittings, counters, and specialist lighting. 

After

Before Works in Progress 



Case Study - Rugby Garden Centre  

To construct a 5,500ft2 retail outlet as the Principal Contractor with a 12-week construction 
period. 

Timber framed steel supports. 

Groundworks, foundations and drainage. 

After

Works in Progress 
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Customer Recommendation

“ Just wanted to drop you a note to say many thanks 
for all of your hard work, support and effort in delivering 
this first venture for TGCG in such short timescales and to 
a great standard.  We have achieved what most people 
thought could not be achieved so am grateful to all of you 
for making this happen. Initial feedback from customers is 
very strong and today so some excellent sales... ” 

Alex Alfred, Senior Development Manager - The Garden 
Centre Group

“ I would just like to say thank you to everyone who was 
involved with the swift installation of our new tank in the 
restaurant and a particular thank you to the two engineers 
who worked here until 1am this morning… ”
Simon Lowden, Centre Manager

“ Dear Gordon & all staff

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you and all 
your work-force and staff who helped to provide us with a 
first class job well done.  We realise that the job had not 
been straight forward with new problems along the way.  
Your workforce, however, continued with good humour 
and professionalism throughout, not forgetting good old 
fashioned hard work!! We are extremely pleased with the 
workmanship your Company provided. Best Wishes to you 
all and thank you again. ”
C.Raynauld

“ Dear Emma and Gordon,

Both Chris and I would like to thank you for providing a 
fantastic service, which is quite refreshing in today’s day  
and age!  Many thanks. ”
Mark Dunford 

“ GPC74 have carried several projects at Wolverhampton 
Racecourse. The flexibility & willingness in their approach as 
well as their strict adherence to schedules has ensured that 
all of the projects have been completed to a high standard, 
on time and within budget. We would be very happy to 
have every Contractor perform in the same way and would 
have no hesitation in asking them to complete further works 
for us. ”
Fergus Cameron, Clerk of the Course, Wolverhampton & 
Worcester Racecourses

“ Dear Emma

Just wanted to say a very big thank you for making my 
dream come true! I have now been able to ride my horse 
for the first time in the knowledge that I am in a safe 
environment. I have been working both of the horses in the 
arena, and they both took to it no problems at all. Thank 
you again and a big thank you to Peter and John and of 
course Gordon! ”
J.Neale

“ Dear Emma 

It was a great pleasure working with such a dedicated team 
and will have no hesitation in contacting you if we have any 
other projects in the area. ” 

Julian Dowle - International Garden and Landscape 
Design Consultant

 “ Dear Gordon and Emma

May we take this opportunity to express our total 
satisfaction at the way the project was undertaken and 
completed in such a professional manner. It is rare these 
days to find a company that manages to fulfil all of the 
promises made at quotation stage and complete such an 
extensive job with minimum disruption to ourselves. The 
finished job has exceeded our expectations and even at this 
early stage the pool already blends in with the surroundings 
and no doubt with be a fantastic feature once the planting 
matures. The menage also is brilliant, the only problem 
being we now have no excuse not to ride! We would have 
no hesitation in recommending your company and in fact 
have been singing your praises to the many people who 
have admired our finished project. Many thanks and we 
hope your company continues to achieve the success it very 
much deserves. ”
K. Beasley 

“ Louis, Just a quick note to commend you and your team 
for the work carried out here this week. The standard of all 
works is exceptionally high and I found the lads thoroughly 
professional, polite and courteous and were a pleasure to 
deal with. Many thanks, Paul. ”
Bold Heath Garden Centre 
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Poplars Farm   County Lane   Codsall Wood   Nr Wolverhampton WV8 1RG 
 

Tel:  0845 257 9068  

Fax: 0845 557 7793 

Email info@gpc74.com

www.gpc74.com


